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XII. On the Migration of certamn Birds, and on other Matiers relating to
the feathered Tribes. By William Markwick, E g, Affaciate. of ihe

Linnean Society,

Read February 3, 1780,

HE different accounts which have been publifhed by va-
rious authors relating to the ceconomy of birds, have

always appeared to me exceedingly ftrange and unfatisfactory. 1
was willing to attribute thefe contrarieties to a variety of reafons,

I thought perhaps that different caules operated upon thefe little
animals, and led them to adopt different modes of living, fuitable
to the urgency of the occafions. But at length T became rather
confirmed in the idea, that many authors wrote not from their
own obfervation, but from guefs, and the vague accounts which
others had given before, who had f{till received them from others
no better acquainted with the fubject than themfelves. This de-
termined me to make accurate obfervations of what {hould really
occur. 1 therefore offer the following remarks to the Linnean
Society, as matters which are to be depended upon, and which I
myfelf faw: and I the more readily enter upon this tafk, as I thould
apprehend if different oblervers ftationed n different parts of the
kingdom would take the trouble to notice the occurrences which
happen, not only the catalogue of the Britifh {pecies would be
moft correctly alcertained, but their ceconomy illuftrated {o effec-

I tually,
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tually, that doubt and ignorance would no longer obicure {o cu-
rious a {ubject. N

Catsfield, the place where thefe obfervations were made, 1s fitu-
ated near Battle in Suflfex, about five miles from the {ea-fide. The
country round 1t 1s finely diverfified with hill and dale. Though
there is no large river near it, yet there is much oozy {pringy
oround, and many woods, {fome of a tolerably large extent, in the

neighbourhood.
I will firft {et forth in one {ynoptic table the feveral particulars
which I have been led to notice, and then mention the refult of

my obfervations, by way of giving a general notion of the feveral
incidents. After which I will add fome few other illuftrations,

which could not eafily be comprifed in thefe tables.

A TABLE,
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A TA BLE of the Appear;ﬁée. and Difappearancc of the fOIIO\Ving BIRDS.

Swallow—Hirund, ruflicas ‘ 1768  176g 1770 1771'. ;;'t;-i’f?z 1773 1774 !775 1776 1777 1778 1779 1780 1781 1782 1783

Firlt {een 5 Ap. 14 Ap. 12 An. 18 Ap. 27 Ap. 12 Ap, 17 Ap. 12 Ap. 1 Ap. 16 Ap.12 Apr. 7 Ap. 1 __—-Ar.BAp.zzAp.lg
_ Not feen after Ngv-x§ Oct. 25 Nov. 10 Oct, 28 Nov.13 Oct. 18 Oct. 16 Og- 21 Oct. 22 O&. 27 Oct. 2§ Oct. 23 Nov. 3 Ogt- 15 Sep. 1 Nov. 6
Martin— Hirundy urbica, ¥ — - — f .
Firlt feen .
Not feen afrer . Nov.13 Nov, 1 O&.22 O

0'-‘“‘,

O, 4 O&.q1 O¢t.28 I 14 Oct.22 - O&.26 O&. 15 Nov. 3 Sep. 7 Nov. 2 Nov. 6

S\V)it—"“"ﬂl\ruﬂl‘!{) J]PUJ.
Firft {een -

N'.-rt {(‘t’.l‘x Z!ft(’l‘ -

'-.".'.w -

-

- \ ——— Ap. 20 May 8 Ap. 17 Ap: 26 Ap. 24 May 1 Ag 30 Ag{ 19 Ap. 23 Ap. 26 Ap. 14 Ap. 29 Mayrz Ap. 26 Mey 1
_\ M&y 2 May13 May 16 Ap. 28 May 14 May 9 May 2 May 9 May 6 May 12 May 18 Maylg

May 2z May 11 Ap. 29
Y 3 ay 'o Sepo 8 Sepo 1 A“o 28 Nov‘

O¢t. 1 O

Sep. 2

“Dand Mart.iu—--]jiru};c?é?fpjria.
Fielt {een - -
A Not {een after - .
Wry Neck — Fynx darquilla,

| ‘_Alh 206 0&. 10 Sep. 2| — A_uo 11
Mav 16 --—----""""' Ap. 21 'May 16 Sep. 2§ =— July 3 Ap. 10 May 7 Apr. 8 Ap. 26 May 13 IUIY 25
4 ...----.-, O¢t. 1o Sep. 21 Secg.zg —_— Sp. 3 Sep. 2 Sep. 8 Sep. I Au, 28 dep. I

e e —————
S — - —— -

Firft {cen ; -1 Apr. 2 Ap. 12 Ap. 1¢ Ap. 3.3 Ap. 13 Ap. 10 Mar.31 A. . 13 Ap. 18 Mar.26 Ap. 21 Ap. 11 Ap. 10 Ap. 14 Ap. 25 AP' 15
- Not {een after - - -Sepg.zg 4 Agg.zsi Og. 6 Sep. 14 Sep. 2 .__.g_..,..Aug. § O¢p. 6 Au. 26 . Sep. 14 ——— Au. 2G

Cdgkﬂ%—-—Cum[uJ Canorus, M A A 6 A ]
it feen - -| May 1 Ap.22 Ap.27 May 1 =—— May ¢ Ap.29 Ap. 29 Ap. 17 Ap. 30 Ap. 23 Ap.25 Ap. 23 Ap. 19 Ap. 2 p. 2
Not feen after - - | O&. 6 Sep.22? Aug2y —— Al 20 Aug 25 Sep. 2 Sei;:. ‘e O¢t. 11
Coat Suckeé—-(]aprimu{gu: Europem |
een g 3

ep. 23 e —— Sd——

e —t .

— e PP e— et | S— —— — e e ———— May 29 ——— ———
Tprtle Dove—Columba Turtur. T 3 .
o L S . g | Sy —_— June 11 June 4
Woodeock—-&i/opa? RMIE‘E?&:. il
Iirft feen - - Oé&.152 O&. 13 O&.24 O&.12 O&.22 O&.20 Oét.21 O&.18 O&. 20 O&.24 O&. 12 O&. 19 O&. 30 Ott.23 Ot 14
e S ,bi?_f_{ef'} after s v . 12 Apr. 7 Apr. 6 Ap. 18 Mar.23 Mar.1g Ap. 17 Ap. 13 Apr. 6 Mar.17 Apr. § Mar.21 Apr. 8 Mar.21 Ma£.27 Apr. 6
Red WingeT urdus iliacus. it

Firt feen . - | Dec.14 Dec.18 Mar. 2 Nov. 2 Nov.2¢ Mar.22 Jan. 9 O&. 17 ——r0 Nov.30 Dec.21
Not feen after . - | Ap. 13 Apr. 7 Apr. 1 Ap. 18 Mar. 1 Apr. 2 Ap, 17 Ap. 13 Apr. 6 Mar.17 Apr. 5 Mar.15 Apr. 8 Ap. 14 Mar.27 Apr. 6

— G —————— -— - —~ —————

Royfton Crow—Corvus Cornis.

- - — D —— -~ -~ - > . . —— . el R A e . .

Iirit {een . - | Novi17 Nov. 7 ——— O&. 21 O&. 18 Dec. 1 —_— O¢t. 30 Dec.23 Jan. 1§
Not feen after - =| Aps 14 Ap. 14 Ap. 18 Feb.21 Mar.2g Ap. 13 Apr. 6 Apr. 1 Ap. 14 Apr. 3
Snipe— Stolopax Gallinago. s el
I'irft {een . - Nov.11 Nov.io Nov. 8 O&. 19 Oé&.23 O&. 3 O&. 16 Nov. 9 Jan. 29 Nov.13 Nov,11 Sep. 29 Dec. 8
Not feen after - | — Mar.31 Ap. 18 Apr. 2 Apr. 7 Mar.wg Ap. 14 Apr. 6 Apr. § Mar.13 Apr. 8 Mar.21 Apr. 6
DS Al R B ¥ i Ry — —-— " — e
Fieldfare— Turdus pilaris.
Firtt feen . -} Nov.18 Nov. § Nov.1§ Nov.1o Nov.to O&.26 Nov. 6 Nov.1o O&. 29 ——— ——— Dec,23 Dec.29
Not f{een after - .| — Apr. 1 Ap. 18 Apr. 8 Ap. 10 Ap. 17 Ap. 13 Apr. 6 Mar.14 Apr. § Apr. § Ap. 14 - Apr. 6
Jack Suipe~~Scolopax Gallinula. .
Firlt feen - « | =———— e———— Nov.20 Dec.28 Dec.26 Dec.1g Jan. 29 Dec. 28 Dec.21 Dec.29
Not feen after - - _— Ap. 18 Mar.16 Apr. 7 Ap. 13 Apr. 6 Feb, 8 Apr. § Mar.13 Ap. 19 Ap. 14 Apr, 6
Sitkin, or Aberdavine—Fringille Spinus. r
Firft {cen - - | Apr. 5§ Ap. 20 _— Ap. 22 —_— Ap. 10 Ap. 1§ —nn
Not feen after - . —_— Ap. 3C
Reditart— Motacilla Phenicurus,
Fieft feen - -| Apr. 6 Ap. 15 Ap. 27 Ap. 17 Apr. 5 Ap. 14 Ap. 21 Ap. 22 Ap. 17 Ap. 23 Ap. 20 Ap. 30 Ap. 30 Ap. 17 Ap. 25 Ap. 27
Not {een after - - | Sep. 25 Sep.22z Sep. 29 Sep. 30 Sep. 15 Sep. 18 Sep. 9 Sep.20 Sep. 11 Sep. 18 Sep. 14 Sep. 23 Sep. 6 Sep. 20 Oé_t:.___z-

--’.-———-“l‘

Willow Wren—-Maotacilla Trochilus, |
Firft {een - - | Apr. 6 Ap. 29 May16 Mar.30 Ap. 18 Ap. 16 Ap. 20 Ap. 22 Apr. 3 Ap. 14 Apr. 7 Ap. 19 Ap. 16 Apr. 3 Ap. 18 Ap. 13
Not feen after - - | Of&.18 Oct. 4 Oét. 23 Sep.29 Sep. 16 Sep. 20 Sep. 21 Sep. 27 Sep. 11 Sep. 28 Sep. 30 O&t. 1 Sep.13 Sep. 4 Sep. 20 Oct. 7

. . G A A A, P GO e -~ - - - o — . —

— - e ol sl . A~ —

Nightingale—Molaci! a Luftinia,

1AL feen - . , Ap. 12 Ap. 16 May 8 Ap. 23 Ap.18 Ap. 21 Ap. 20 Ap. 26 Ap. 20 Ap. 17 Apr. 8 Ap. 17 Apr. § Ap. 14 May 3 Ap. 28

Not feen after - - | - N B S — ~ Sep. 23 Sep. 14 — OCt, 2
Wi Thisiabindla Sytoia. |5 o

Firft feen - - | Ap.23 Ap. 17 May § Ap. 26 Ap. 26 Ap. 20 May 3 Ap. 21 Ap. 19 Ap. 19 May 2 Ap. 21 Ap. 30 Ap. 14 Ap. 25 Ap. 26

Not {feen afte - - | O, 6 Sep.21 Aug.28 Oct. 6 Sep 16 Sep. 13 Sep. 9 Sep.13 Sep. § Sep. 29 Sep. 20 Sep. 23 Sep. 20 Sep. 7 Sep. 20 Oct. 2
~ Wheat Ear— Motacilla Oinanthe. |

Firft feen - - | May § Ap. 15§ May G Ap. 5 May23 Ap: 16 May 8 Junczg Ap. 21 May 18 Apr. 3 Ap. 22 Mar.26 Mar.13 Apr. 3

Not feen after - -1 O&. 6 Oct. 1 OC. 26 Sep. 17 Sep.2o O¢t. 3 Oét 14 Sep. 5 L B L K e e ——

F‘)‘; Catcher—2ufeicapa griola.

Firft {een - - | May 6 May 11 May13 May 9 May17 May 14 May12 May21 May 21 May 14 May 18 May 14 May 16 May 16 May 14

Not {een after - -1 O&. 6 Aug.z5 O&. 6 Sep.29 Sep. 19 Sep. 2 Sep. 13 ———— Sep. 21 Sep. 13 Sep. 23 Sep. 14 Sep. 22 Aun. 31 Oct, 2
3 Land Rald—Rallus Crex. |

it feen - - | Sep. 1 Sep.23 Aug.27 Sep. g ‘Bep. I Sep. 12 Sep. 2 Sep. 4 Sep. 14 Sep. 1 Auv. 24 Sep.2g Sep. 12 Sep. 2

Not {een after - - | Nov.26 Nov. 3 O¢t. 24 — Nov. 7 Oét 22 ———"0Oct. 14 Oct. 19 O&t. 27 Nov. 4 — e — ey
~ Whin Chat— Motacilla rubeira. ' |

Iirit {een - . Ap. 30 May 1o Ap. 17 May 5 Ap. 20 Aug. 7 Au. 20 May1o Aug. 4 - Au. 20 Au, 28 Au, 206

Not feen after . - . Sep. 21 Sep. 21 Oct. 6 Sep. § Sep. 16 — 9P, 17 Sepe 33 = e e
— Black Cap—Mutacilla Airicapilla. ’

Firft feen - - | i Ap. 20 Ap. 22 Ap. 23 May 7 May 20 Ap. 23 May 29 Ap. 30 Ap. 14 Ap. 26 May 13

Not feen after - o | c— O¢&. 6 e —— s L L Lt - Sep. 23 Svcp. 14 Sf'p. ) __Qct. 2
RL’dhEle’dBG.{;Ch:"!'Bl. I'd-j,.«(lh e Coliu ‘;.'r}—“-

Qepn \ J _—— e — —— ————— —— May 12 May g Iulf." 10 Maywlur_wi\/!'g\-’ G, e June 7

N. B. When I fay that I have not feen a bird after fuch a date, T do not wifh to be underftood that T always faw it on that day. Generally fpeaking, I had mifled it lome little
time before, but entered my memorandum oa the day which I have exprefied.
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EXPLANATORY REMARKS on the foregoing T ABLE.

Hirundo ruftica—ztbhe Swallotw.

The Swallow’s firft appearance was generally about the 12th of

Aprily never earlier than the 7th, or later than the 27th of that
month ; and I never {aw it later in the year than the 16th of No-
vember, and then only a fingle bird or two, the generality of them

difappearing long before that time.,

Hirundo urbica—zthe Martin.

This bird 1s {fomewhat later in its appearance than the foregoing
one, we having never {een 1t earlier than the 17th of April; but in
general it does not appear till towards the latter end of that month,
and frequently not till May, having one year not been {een till the
12th of May; and I never {aw it later 1n the year than the 13th
of November ; but, like the former, the generality had difappeared

betore.

Hirundo Apus—ztbe Swifz.

This bird is later in its appearance than either of the two former
ones, being hardly ever {feen before the beginning of May, twice
only on the 28th and 29th of April during the whole {ixteen years;
and its lateft appearance was on the 18th of May; nor dces it re-
main {o late in the autumn as the former ones, the lateft 1 have ever

obferved it being the 2d of September.

Hirundo riparia—the Sand Martin.

As this bird i1s not near {o common in this country as the other
{pecies, my obfervations on its appearance muft be uncertain, though

I believe it generally makes 1ts appearance very early, as I once ob-
R ferved
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EXPLANATORY REMARKS on the foregeing TABLE.

Hirundo ruftica—tbhe Swalloww.

The Swallow’s firft appearance was generally about the 12th of
Aprily never earlier than the 7th, or later than the 27th of that
month ; and I never {aw it later in the year than the 16th of No-
vember, and then only a fingle bird or two, the generality of them
difappearing long before that time.

Hirundo urbica—zhe Martin,

This bird 1s {fomewhat later in its appearance than the foregoing
one, we having never {een 1t earlier than the 17th of April; but in
general it does not appear till towards the latter end of that month,
and frequently not till May, having one year not been {een till the
12th of May; and I never {aw 1t later in the year than the 13th

of November ; but, like the former, the generality had difappeared
betore.

Hirundo Apus—zthe Swift.

This bird 1s later in its appearance than either of the two former
ones, being hardly ever {feen before the beginning of May, twice
only on the 28th and 29th of April during the whole {ixteen years;
and its lateft appearance was on the 13th of May; nor does it re-
main fo late in the autumn as the former ones, the lateft 1 have ever

obferved it being the 2d of September.

Hirundo riparia—ihe Sand Martin.

As this bird 1s not near o common in this country as the other
{pecies, my obfervations on its appearance muft be uncertain, though

I believe it generally makes 1ts appearance very early, as I once ob-
R ferved
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ferved it on the 8th, and another year on the 10th of April; but

{fometimes, indeed, I did not {ee it till late in the year, owing, I {fup-
pofe, to their being fcarce. The lateft I ever faw it 1n the autumn

was the 25th of September.

Jynx Torquilla—zbe /7ry Neck.

The firft appearance of the Wry Neck for fixteen-years together

was generally about the 13th of April, never earlier than the

26th of March, nor later than the 25th of Apnlj and the lateft of
its continuing to appear was the 14th of September.

Cuculus canorus—ithe Cuckoo.

The firft of the Cuckoo’s being heard for fixteen years together
was generally about the latter end of April, never earlier than the
17th of that month, nor later than the sth of May; and it conti-
nues to fing till about the latter end of June, the 26th being the
lateft that I ever heard it. After that it 1s {ilent, though it conti-
nues to make 1its appearance till the beginning of September, the
14th of that month being the lateft period of my {eeing it. What
Willoughby and others affert concerning this bird’s breeding in the
neft of a {fmall bird, I know to be a faét, having myielf taken a young
Cuckoo out of the neft of an Hedge-iparrow, and Kept it in a cage
till the approach of winter, when it died.

Caprimulgus Europzus—ihe Goat Sucker.

I have only taken notice of feecing this bird in the year 1781,
on the 29th of May.

Columba Turtur—zhe Turtle.

I have only taken notice of the appearance of this bird in two
years, 1781 and 1782, which was on the 4th and 11th of June.
Scolopax



on the Migration of Birds, 123

Scolopax Rufticola—tbe Woodcick.

The firft appearance of the Woodcock, according to my journal
during {ixteen years, has been generally in O¢&tober, never earlier
than the 12th of that monthj and as to its continuance with us, 1
never {faw it later than the 1oth of April. We have had two or

three 1nftances, 1n this neighbourhood, of young Woodcocks being
fhot in the {fummer-time; and I think I once faw an egz of this

bird taken out of a neft in the neighbourhood : but their breeding
here 1s very uncommon, and owing, I {uppofe, to accident; the

old ones perhaps having been wounded by {portimen in the winter,
and {o difabled from taking a long journey in the {pring.

Scolopax Gallinago—zhe Snipe.

This bird alfo generally makes its firft appearance in Oétober : 1
once faw it fo early as the 29th of September, and the 14th of April

was the laft of my leeing it here.

Scolopax Gallinula—t#be Fack Snipe.

This bird is not {o frequently met with as the foregoing, {o that
I cannot {peak with certainty as to 1ts appearance; though I believe
it 1s fome time later than the common Snipe, the earlieft of my {fee-

ing it being the 20oth of November, generally not before December;
though it feems to continue with us late, as I have {een it on the

19th ot April.

Corvus Cornix—the Royfion Crow.

This bird, being {eldom {een far from the fea~coalt, has not been
very frequently obferved by me. The earlieft of 1ts appearance, ac-
cording to my journals, was the 17th of October; and I never faw
it after the 14th of April, that being the latelt of my obferving it,
according to my notes.

R 2 ' Turdus
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Turdus pilaris—zhe Fieldfare.

This bird 1s very uncertain 1 its appearance. Some years great
flocks of them are early to be {een ; other years very few, and thofe
not till late 1n the winter : which variation, as to the time of their
appearing, 1s cauied, as I fuppole, by the diiferent degrees of cold in
the different winters. The earlielt appearance of this bird that I
have oblerved, was on the 26th of Oltober, and the lateft of my

{eeing it was the Sth of April.

Turdus 1hacus—the Red Wing.

This bird 1s alfo very uncertain as to the time of 1its firft appear-
ance, but {eems to be later in its vifit than the foregoing ; for, ac-
cording to my journal, the 14th of December 1s the earlieft of its
appearance, and 1n general I did not {ee it till January or February.
In March and the beginning of April, when the weather is fine,
the Red Wings affemble together on the tops of high trees, and fing
very melodioufly 3 foon after which they leave us, the 13th of April
being the lateft of my feeing thefe birds.

Rallus Crex—the Land Rail.

The firflt appearance of this bird I cannot {peak to with any
oreat certainty, having {eldom met with it before the feafon for
fhooting Partridges, September ; though it has twice made its ap-
pearance in Augulft, once on the 24th, and the other tinie on the
27th. And how long 1t continues with us 1s alfo uncertain;
though I do not recollect ever to have {egn it {o late in the year as
November. That 1t 1s a bird of paffage, and that its ftay with us
is fhort, is moft probable; for 1t does not breed here, and cer-
tainly leaves us before the winter commences. From its generally
flying very {low, and to all appearance weakly, one would {uppofe

it 11l adapted to long and quick flight: but that it can exert itfelf
on
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on occafion, I have been an eye witnefs ; having {een.it fly with

amazing {wiftnefs, equal to that of any Hawk : 1t alio runs very
faft,

Fringilla Spinus—the Sifkin, or Aberdavine.

This little bird was obferved only in the years 1768, 1769, 1774,
1780 and 1781. It 1s undoubtedly a bird of paflage, {pending a
{hort time with us early i the {pring, probably in its paffage from
one country to another, as it neither breeds with us in fummer, nor
appears here in the winter. I never {aw it before the gth of April,
nor after the goth of the {fame month. I obferve it feeds on the
feeds which are in the cones of the fir.—With us it is called the

Barley-bird, from its appearing about the time of fowing barley, and
continuing with us no longer than the barley-fowing lafts.

Mr. Latham fays it is not unfrequent.in England in the winter.
With us it 1s feldom feen at all. I never faw it in the winter. The
longeft {tay I ever obferved it to make, was from the 1oth to the
goth of April in the year 1730,

Lanius Collurio—the red-backed Butcher Bird.

This bird breeds with us, and generally appears about the gth
or Toth of May ; having never been {feen by me earlier than the gth

of May, and one year I did not {ee it till the 7th of June.

Motacilla Pheenicurus—the Redfiart. Mot. Trochilus—W7illow Wren.
Mot. Sylvia—/7hite Throat. Mot. Oenanthe—/heat Ear,and Mot.

Luicinia— Nighiingale.
Thefe {mall birds generally appear pretty early in April, and

continue to make their appearance till September, fometimes rather
later, as I have {een the Wheat Ear and Willow Wren 1 O¢&tober.

The {ame temperature of the air in the {pring, which invites the
' files
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flies and other {mall infets to come forth, brings thefe birds to

feed onthem. But whether they come out from their hiding places,
as the infects do, or whether they come from far diftant countries,

1s a queftion not yet determined by naturalifts. Probably the life
of infeéts 1s terminated with the fummer, and the infeés of the

following year are produced from eggs, which are hatched by the

warmth of the fpring: but no naturalift ever aflerted that this was
the cafe with birds. Their life 1s certainly prolonged from year
to year 3 but how they difpofe of themfielves during the winter, is
the queftion. I never {faw thefe birds in the winter, the earlieft of

my {eeing any of them being on the 13th of March, when I faw the
W heat Ear.

Mufci/capa Grifola—r7be Fly Catcher. Mot. Atricapilla—Black Cap.
| and Mot. Rubetra—/”bin Chat,

Thefe birds appear fomewhat later than the foregomng, but I
never faw any of them in the winter.

I will here beg leave to mention a few particulars refpeéting
other birds which have engaged my notice : the white Water-wag-
tail, the grey Water-wagtail, and the yellow Water-wagtail.

How the Water-wagtails difpofe of themielves 1n the winter, is
the moft difficult to account for of any birds I know ; for though
the generality of them difappear in the autumn, yet they are often
{een in the middle of winter. If there happens to be a fine day, and
the fun fhines bright, thefe birds are {ure to make their appearance,

chirping brifkly, and feemingly delighted with the fine weather:
" whereas, perhaps, they had not been {een for three weeks or a
month before. In fhort they are never {feen in winter but on a fine
day. Where do they come from? Certainly not from a far diftant

country ; there not being time for a very long journey in the
ipace
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{pace of a fingle day ; and befides, they never feem to be tired or
lifelefs, but are very brifk and lively.

Sterna Hirundo & Sterna minuta—3Sea Swallowws.

Thefe birds are, as I {uppofe, {fummer birds of paffage; appearing

on our fea-coafts about April or May, and continuing with us till
the autumn. The earlieft that I have oblerved the great Sea Swal-

low, Sterna Hirundo, was the 15th of Apnl; the lefier, or Sterna
minuta, the 24th of Aprily and the black Sea Swallow, Sterna fiffi-

pes? 1s fo rare, that in {ixteen years I obierved it but once, and that

was on the 23th of April.
As to the time of their leaving us, I cannot {peak with any cer-

tainty. I once {faw the leffer Sea Swallow fo late as the 1 5th of October.

Motacilla Atricapilla—zbe Black Cap,

Sings very prettily, and has a note {fomewhat like the Nightingale;
for when 1 firft heard it, I took it for that bird, till I had {een it.

Charadrius Oedicnemus—izhe Sione Curleww,

Whiftles in the evening. I heard this bird June r7th, 1770,
amonglt the corn on the downs not far from Eaftbourn, where I

fuppofe 1t breeds.

Corvus Corax—1the Raven.

There {feems a wonderful antipathy between this bird and the
Corvus frugilegus, or Rook. In the year 1778, as foon as a Raven
had built her neit 1n a tree adjoining to a very numerous rookery,
all the Rooks immediately forfook the ipot, and have not returned
to build there fince.

At the Bifhop of Chichefter’s rookery at Broomham near Haft-

ings in Suffex, upon a Raven’s building her neft in one of the
2 trees,
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trees, all the Rooks forfook the {pot; but they returned to their
haunt in the autumn following, and built nefts there the {ucceeding
year. When this circumitance took place, the good Bifhop was
very ill. - The flight of the Rooks (for at firft the caule of it was
not known) was confidered by the country pecple as ominoufly
portending the death of the pofieffor. However, his Lord{hip hap-
pily recovered ; and, in the mean time, the flicht of thefe poor
prophets was better accounted for,

Motacilla Regulus—iz/e galden—crowned Wren.

Thla bird, though the {malleft of any except the humming-bird,
and to appearance the mofit delicate, 1s yet hardy enough to endme
the cold of our {evereft winters ; for 1t 18 now (January 26th, 1576)
the {fevereft weather I ever remember, and yet it is chirping before
me. '

Before T conclude this article, T will beg leave to mention a few
birds, found in my neighbourheood, which are rarely met with.

And I do this the more readily, as I am defirous of affording evi~
dence of the {fouthern f{ituations in which they have been taken.

They are the Scolopax lapponica, #he fmall Curlew, or red-breafied
Godwit; the Tringa Glareolay, or ovrown-[potted Sandpiper; the
Ampelis garrulus, or Chatterer; and the I'ringilla Montifringilla, or
Brambling.

The Tringa Glareola has never been figured by any author. 1
made a drawing of it from a frefh {pecimen, with the following
-~ defcription.

Tringa Glareola—tzhe Brown-[potied Sandpiper.
The Wood Sandpiper.  Latham’s Synopfisy vol. iii. p. 172, {p. 13.
Tringa (Glareola) roftro lavi, pedibus virefcentibus, corpore fufco
albo punctato, pe¢tore albido. Lmmn. Syff. Nat. vol. 1. p. 250.
Tringa
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Tringa nigra albo pundtata, petore maculato, abdomine fubal-
bido, pedibus virefcentibus.  Fn. Suec. 152.

T'ringa. - BrifJon’s Ornithologia, vol. 11. p. 250.

‘This bird was fhot by the fide of a little frefh-water rivulet in
the parith of Battle, and {ent me by a friend. I do not find it men=
tioned by any author except Linnzus; who, in his Syftema Na-
tur@, feems to think it only a variety of the Tringa Ochropus, or
Green Sandpiper : but, 1n his Fauna Suecica, he takes notice of it
as a diftin¢t {pecies, calls 1t Tringa Glareola, and defcribes it as fol-
lows, which agrees with the bird that was fent to me: ¢¢ Magni-
tudo Sturni, dorfum fufcum albo punétatum, uropigium album, re-
miges fufca, prima rachi nivea; fecundarie apicis margine albz,
rectrices fafciis albis fufcifq; laterales magis albze, minuf{q; fafciate,
abdomen albidum.” He alio fays, ¢ Habitat 1n {ylvis uliginofis.”

This bird is rather more than nine inches in length from the
tip of the bill to the end of the taii, and near a toot and a half
from tip to tip of the wings when extended. Its bill 1s {mooth,
black, an 1nch and a half long. The noftrls are long, and
placed near the head, and each mandible has a furrow running

along 1t, more than half way from the head. From the bill to
each eye there goes a blackifh line, and over each eye 1s a

white {pace, and it is whitifh under the chin. The top of the
head, neck, and breaft, are ot a browni(h afh-colour ftreaked, efpe-
cially on the breaft and cheeks, with a darker brownith ath-colour.
The back 1s of a dufky brown, tinged a little with olive-colour, and
marked pretty thick with {mall whitith {pots. The rump and co-
vert feathers of the tail are white. The tail confifts of twelve f_ea-'
thers, marked with dark-coloured or blackith and white bars, but
the two outermoft are almoft entirely white; and the nearer they
are to the outfide, the more white they have. The quill feathers
of the wings are all over of a dark dufky brown colour, and the

S covert



